
Welcome to the 2017 Champions for Young Children Symposium!

For several years, the preschool committee of the SC Advisory Council on the Education of Students with Dis-
abilities has been interested in bringing together early childhood stakeholders to share ideas and learn about 
evidence-based practices that support inclusion. In November of 2014, the committee decided the time was 
right to plan an event and the SC State Department of Education, Office of Special Education Services agreed 
to sponsor the cost of the venue. The result was the 2015 Champions for Young Children Symposium. 

Due to the positive feedback from 2015 and 2016 events our sponsors and partners wanted to offer another 
opportunity for professional development and networking for people from multiple facets of early childhood 
education and parents. 

The theme for this year’s Champions for Young Children Symposium is Supporting Social and Emotional Com-
petence using Culturally Responsive Practices
We built the program with the following goals in mind:

• To inspire and empower practitioners and parents to understand their role in the promotion of social and emo-
tional competence.
• To provide symposium participants with evidence-based culturally responsive strategies they can use to sup-
port young children’s social and emotional competence.
• To provide a platform for practitioners from multiple early childhood sectors to network.
You will be given the opportunity to provide feedback about your experience at today’s symposium.  I hope you 
will use that opportunity to share your ideas with us.

Enjoy your day!
Heather S. Googe, PhD
2017 Champions for Young Children planning committee chair
South Carolina Child Care Inclusion Collaborative, PI and Program Director
South Carolina Partnerships for Inclusion, PI

Symposium Floorplan
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Good News! You will be able to stay connected while at the 2017 Champions for Young Children Symposium. 
Free wi-fi is available for participants by selecting the unsecured network. 

Training Credit

•	 CEUs: Participants can earn .5 Continuing Education Units (CEUs) for participation in featured speaker 
sessions and breakout sessions. One CEU is awarded for every 10 hours of training. Symposium partici-
pants have the opportunity to participate in 5 hours of training. There is no additional fee for CEUs. Par-
ticipants interested in receiving CEUs should request a form to document your participation in Symposium 
sessions at the registration desk. Participants must attend both featured speaker sessions and both break-
out sessions to receive credit. Forms should be returned to the registration desk at the end of the event.

•	 Child Care: This event is a certified conference through the SC Center for Child Care Career Development. 
Participants interested in receiving child care training credit can pick up a sticker sheet at the registration 
desk on the day of the event. Completed sheets should be returned to the registration desk at the end of 
the event.

•	 Early Intervention: The Team for Early Childhood Solutions has approved this training for SC Early Inter-
vention Credential renewal. 

•	 Head Start/Early Head Start: The Symposium is approved as a Head Start pre-service event.

Salon A Salon B Salon C Classroom 1-2 Classroom 3-4 Meeting Room 1 Meeting Room 2
8:00-9:15
9:15-9:30

9:30-10:30
10:30-10:45

10:45-12:15

Addressing Trauma 
in Early Childhood:  

How Early Childhood 
Providers Can 

Support Resilience 
Building

Activities Presenter: 
Neal Horen (CU:  1.5)

Using Culturally
Responsive Practices 
to Meet the Needs 
of ALL Children 
Presenter: 
Rosemarie Allen  
(CU:  1.5)

A Walk Through the 
Milestones:  Social-
Emotional Edition 
Presenter: LorraineC
ragan-Sullivan (GD:  
1.5)

Culturally 
ResponsiveCare 
Routines  Presenter:  
Jessica Sharp  (CU:  
1.5)

Project Au-Some: 
 AJourney into 
BuildingEmpathy & A
cceptance 
Presenters: Bethany
Reilly and Breanna 
Lamprey (CU:  1.5)

Parents Taking 
Action:  A Parent 

Navigator Program 
for Latino Families in 

SC
Presenters: Amy 
Holbert and Alisa 
Bentley (PD:  1.5)

Cultivating 
Emotional and Social 
Supports among 
families of children 
with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD) Presenters: 
Dr. Robert
Hock and Brittany 
Grooms   (PD:  1.5)

12:15-1:30

1:30-3:00

Addressing Trauma 
in Early Childhood:  

How Early Childhood 
Providers Can 

Support Resilience 
Building

Activities Presenter: 
Neal Horen (CU:  1.5)

Using Culturally
Responsive Practices 
to Meet the Needs 
of ALL Children 
Presenter: 
Rosemarie Allen  
(CU:  1.5)

A Walk Through the 
Milestones:  Social-
Emotional Edition 
Presenter: LorraineC
ragan-Sullivan (GD:  
1.5)

Culturally 
ResponsiveCare 
Routines  Presenter:  
Jessica Sharp  (CU:  
1.5)

A Place For All 
Presenters: Kim 
Archung, Ph.D., and 
Andrienne Troy 
Frazier        (CU:  1.5)

Parents of Young 
Children with 
Disabilities:  

Resiliency, Coping, 
and the Future 
Presenter: Amy 

Holbert (SN:  1.5)

Utilizing Sensory 
Integration 
Strategies To 
Promote Healthy 
Self-
Regulation & Caregiv
er Bonding 
Throughout Early 
Development 
Presenter: 
Jacqueline Schafer-
Clay (CU:  1.5)

3:00-3:15

3:15-4:15

Afternoon Featured Speaker Challenging Behavior,
Who's Being Challenged?  Presenter:  Rosemarie Allen  (CG:  1.0 

hour)

Registration and Continental Breakfast
Opening Remarks

Morning Featured Speaker Building the Workforce in Infant and 
Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation: Addressing 

Suspension
and Expulsion Presenter:  Neal Horen  (PD:  1.0 hour)

Break

Break

Lunch - Lunch will be served in the Gallery

Symposium At-A-Glance

2



Featured Speakers

Morning Featured Speaker-Dr. Neal Horen   

Dr. Neal Horen is a clinical psychologist who has focused on community-based 
work for the last fifteen years.  He is Director of the Early Childhood Division and 
Co-director of Training and Technical Assistance for the Georgetown University 
Center for Child and Human Development.   Dr. Horen is the lead for mental 
health on the Head Start National Center on Early Childhood Health and Well-
ness, the lead for Georgetown on the Home Visiting TA Center-HV-ImpACT, the 
lead for early childhood systems of care for the TA Network and the TA Director 
of the Center of Excellence for Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Con-
sultation.  Dr. Horen has worked closely with numerous states, tribes, territories 
and communities in supporting their development of systems of care for young 
children and their families.  In addition, Dr. Horen continues to spend time working in direct clinical care includ-
ing development of social skills interventions for young children and is director of the HOYA clinic which offers 
therapeutic and assessment services for young children and families.  Dr. Horen’s primary interest is in early 
childhood mental health and he has lectured extensively on infant and early childhood mental health, challeng-
ing behaviors in young children, social skills development, as well as the impact of trauma on child development.   
He is the proud father of four children, 18, 16,16 and 1.

Building the Workforce in Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation: Addressing Suspen-
sion and Expulsion This talk will describe some the compelling data around suspension and expulsion, includ-
ing information about racial and ethnic disparities. Dr. Horen will discuss one part of the early childhood service 
array that can help to reduce suspension and expulsion and support early childhood providers and families.

Afternoon Featured Speaker-Dr. Rosemarie Allen  

Dr. Rosemarie Allen has served as a leader in early childhood education for 
nearly 40 years. Her life’s work is centered on ensuring children have ac-
cess to high quality early childhood programs that are developmentally and 
culturally appropriate.  She is currently an Assistant Professor in the School 
of Education at Metropolitan State University of Denver.  Her classes are fo-
cused on ensuring teachers are aware of how issues of equity, privilege, and 
power impact teaching practices.  From 2007-2012 Rosemarie served as the 
Director of the Division of Child Care.  In that role, she oversaw the State’s 
child care licensing program, the federal child care assistance program, the 
redesign of the State’s

quality rating and improvement system, the implementation of the State’s professional
development plan, and assisted in the creation of Colorado’s early learning guidelines. 
She recently served on President Obama’s “My Brother’s Keeper” initiative, Early
Childhood Task Force.  Dr. Allen also launched the Institute for Racial Equity and Excellence that will serve as 
the lead agency for ensuring equity in educational practices throughout the nation. Rosemarie is a respected 
keynote speaker and has the distinct honor of being appointed as a “Global Leader” to represent the United 
States at World Conferences across the globe. Rosemarie earned her B. A. from California State University, 
Master’s of Education from Lesley University and Doctorate in Equity and Leadership in Education at the Univer-
sity of Colorado, Denver.

Challenging Behavior, Who’s Being Challenged?
When children act out in the classroom, it changes the tone of the environment. Most times we blame the child. 
Imagine what might happen if we looked within, at OUR responses to the child’s behavior.
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Workshop Session Information 

10:45 AM- 12:15 AM

Addressing Trauma in Early Childhood:  How Early Childhood Providers Can Support Resil-
ience Building Activities
Salon A

Presenter: Neal Horen
Age group(s): Infants (0-18 months), Toddlers (19-35 months) and Preschool (3-5 years)
Environment(s): home and classroom

Workshop Description:
This session will introduce participants to key concepts in identifying and addressing trauma and 
more importantly what can be done to build resilience.

*Repeated Session

Using Culturally Responsive Practices to Meet the Needs of ALL Children
Salon B 

Presenter: Rosemarie Allen
Age group(s): Infants (0-18 months), Toddlers (19-35 months) and Preschool (3-5 years)
Environment(s): home and classroom

Workshop Description:
Culturally responsive practices show the most promise for reducing disparities in early childhood. Par-
ticipants will engage in culturally responsive Pyramid Model
practices as a tool to address the challenging behaviors of young children.  This workshop will provide 
hands on experiences that will help participants, (a) address challenging behaviors in young children, 
(b) address personal biases that impact teaching and decision-making, (c) connect with children and 
families and, (d) create a culturally responsive environment. 

*Repeated Session

A Walk Through the Milestones:  Social-Emotional Edition
Salon C

Presenter: Lorraine Cragan-Sullivan 
Age group(s): Infants (0-18 months) and Toddlers (19-35 months) 
Environment(s): home, classroom, and community

Workshop Description:
Participants will be immersed in interactive social-emotional activity experience where they will identi-
fy typical social emotional milestones utilizing Learn the Signs., Act Early materials and identify atypi-
cal or red flag behaviors.  Theories that frame behavior within an appropriate developmental context, 
along with strategies and evidence-based resources to target challenging behaviors in the home, 
child care setting, or preschool will be explored.  
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About the Presenter:
Lorraine Cragan-Sullivan has 20 years of experience working with individuals and families in diverse 
settings.  Lorraine received her Bachelor and Master degree in Psychology from Marist College and 
Master of Social Work degree from the University at Albany.  Lorraine is a licensed Master Social 
Worker (SC), a Nationally Certified Counselor, and a Licensed Mental Health Counselor (NY).  
Lorraine is the Developmental Screening Program Coordinator for Help Me Grow South Carolina 
(HMG SC), with the Children’s Hospital of the Greenville Health System.  She is involved in state-lev-
el initiatives promoting developmental monitoring and universal screening and is the CDC’s Act Early 
Ambassador to South Carolina.  

*Repeated Session

Culturally Responsive Care Routines
Classroom 1-2

Presenter: Jessica Sharp
Age group(s): Infants (0-18 months) and Toddlers (19-35 months)  
Environment(s):  classroom

Workshop Description:
Care routines make up the largest part of the curriculum of infant and toddler care, and are wonderful 
opportunities to build secure, attached relationships between care teachers and children.  Creating 
care routines that are individualized and culturally responsive can help infant and toddler teachers 
better meet the needs of the children in their care, as well as support healthy social and emotional de-
velopment.  In addition to building secure, attached relationships, which are the foundation of healthy 
social and emotional development, culturally responsive care routines can help infant and toddler 
teachers use children’s home cultures as a bridge to learning.  

About the Presenter:
Jessica Sharp, is an Infant/Toddler Specialist and Field Manager with the South Carolina Program 
for Infant/Toddler Care.  Her previous early childhood experiences include direct service with children 
and families as an Infant/Toddler Teacher, and as the Director of a nationally-accredited center, as 
well as indirect service through her work on community-level educational initiatives for the United Way 
of Greenville County.  Jessica has a BA in Art from Furman University, an MAT in Early Childhood 
Education from Converse College, and is currently a Doctoral Candidate in Early Childhood Educa-
tion at the University of South Carolina.  

*Repeated Session
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Project Au-Some:  A Journey into Building Empathy and Acceptance
Classroom 3-4

Presenters: Bethany Reilly and Breanna Lamprey
Age group(s): Preschool (3-5 years)
Environment(s): classroom, and community

Workshop Description:
The focus of Project Au-Some is to promote and build empathy within the typically developing fifth 
grade students, while providing opportunities for preschool students with special needs to develop 
and practice social skills.  We will take a look into the development and implementation of the pro-
gram and the effects that it has had on students and the community.  We will share the resources and 
tools used to support students and teachers.  

About the Presenters:
Bethany Reilly is a National Board Certified Special Education teacher and has taught in the public 
education system for 10 years.  The bulk of her teaching experience has been teaching students with 
an Autism Spectrum Disorder in an elementary setting.  In her classroom, she strives to create a posi-
tive and structured learning environment meeting the needs of all students.  In 2015, she co-founded 
Project Au-Some, a collaborative effort to build empathy and acceptance of students with all abilities 
paring fifth grade students with preschoolers with special needs.  Through this program, she has co-
authored an article, co-written grants, and presented at conferences.  

Brenna Lamprey is am a 5th grade teacher at Harbison West Elementary School and is currently in 
her 8th year there.  She received a Master of Arts in Teaching from the University of South Carolina in 
2009.  She has mentored for 8 years and co-founded two after school programs focusing on providing 
additional support for at-risk youth.  In 2015, she co-founded Project Au-Some, a collaborative effort 
to build empathy and acceptance within our school, by pairing my students with special needs pre-
schoolers.  Through this program, She has co-authored an article, co-written grants, and developed 
lessons focused on social/emotional learning.  

Parents Taking Action:  A Parent Navigator Program for Latino Families in SC 
Meeting Room 1

Presenters: Amy Holbert and Alisa Bentley
Age group(s): Infants (0-18 months), Toddlers (19-35 months), and Preschool (3-5 years)
Environment(s): home and community 

Workshop Description: 
South Carolina has one of the fastest growing Latino populations in the United States.  Latino families 
with young children face many obstacles trying to navigate the medical, early education, and educa-
tional systems to have their infants, toddlers, and children identified as needing early intervention.  
Learn from a Panel of Latino Families sharing their own stories and struggles.  Learn about a new 
free of charge, bilingual, bicultural home visiting program being offered by Family Connection of SC, 
called Parents Taking Action.

About the Presenter:
Amy A. Holbert, LISW-CP, MSW is the Executive Director of Family Connection of SC.  Family Con-
nection is SCs Parent Training Information Center, Family Voices and Parent2Parent SC, special-
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izing in providing families with children that have a disability, behavioral health diagnosis or a chronic 
health concern, assistance and support in navigating the complex systems of care for their children.  
She’s a graduate of USC College of Social Work and is a Licensed Independent Social Worker of 
Clinical Practice.  She has over 20 years of experience in maternal and child health.  She is the 
mother to Andrew and Evan, both with ADHD and chronic asthma; and “Bonus Mom” to three other 
wonderful children.  
Alisa Bentley is the Director of Programs and Outreach for Family Connection of SC. She received 
her Bachelor of Social work from Winthrop University in Rock Hill, SC. Alisa has over 15 years of 
experience in the human services and customer service fields. She resides in the Upstate of South 
Carolina with her husband and two children. Alisa became an advocate for parents raising a child with 
a disability when her daughter was born in 2009 with a rare chromosome disorder (2q23.1 Microde-
letion Syndrome). She is involved with several state and local committees to improve outcomes for 
children and youth with disabilities in South Carolina.  Alisa is an active member of the Joint Council 
on Children and Adolescence , Transition Alliance of South Carolina, Greenville Health System Chil-
dren’s Hospital Parent Advisory Council and Greenville Collaborative Action Network (CAN)’s Leader-
ship team, working to promote inclusion of individuals with disabilities living and working in Greenville 
County.                                                                                      

Cultivating Emotional and Social Supports among families of children with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD) 
Meeting Room 2

Presenters: Dr. Robert Hock and Brittany Grooms
Age group(s): Toddlers (19-35 months) and Preschoolers (3-5 years)
Environment(s): home, classroom, and community

Workshop Description:
Navigating the diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) can be complex and overwhelming; 
parents are often in need of support Research indicates that parent and child outcomes are linked to 
parent well-being and parent relationships.  The Parent Navigator program aims to meet the unique 
needs of families with children with ASD through evidence-based intervention.  

About the Presenters: 
Robert Hock, Ph.D., LISW-CP, is a Distinguished Assistant Professor of Clinical Research at the USC 
College of Social Work, and the developer of the Autism Parent Navigator program.  He has been 
engaged in clinical work and research with individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and their 
families for over 12 years.  He served these families by conducting diagnostic evaluations, delivering 
behavioral interventions in home and school settings, leading social skills groups for adolescents and 
adults, and providing family therapy to children and parents.  He has designed and evaluated several 
parent interventions for ASD, and facilitated a federally-funded strategic planning effort to help SC 
state agencies develop family centered services for youth (including ASD).  His current research fo-
cuses on understanding the factors that contribute to family adjustment, parent well-being, and treat-
ment engagement in families of children with ASD.  

Brittany Grooms, is currently the Midlands area Autism Coordinator for Family Connection of South 
Carolina.  Brittany has worked with children and families for over 15 years.  Over her career she has 
worked as a Preschool teacher, Early Interventionist, and a Parent Educator.  Brittany’s work in the 
field of Early Care and Education has provided her with a wealth of knowledge and experience.  She 
continues to focus on working towards the health, happiness, independence, and wellbeing of chil-
dren and families.  7



1:30PM- 3:00 PM  

Addressing Trauma in Early Childhood:  How Early Childhood Providers Can Support Resil-
ience Building Activities
Salon A

Presenter: Neal Horen

*Note:  This workshop is repeated from the morning session

Using Culturally Responsive Practices to Meet the Needs of ALL Children
Salon B 

Presenter: Rosemarie Allen

*Note:  This workshop is repeated from the morning session

A Walk Through the Milestones:  Social-Emotional Edition
Salon C

Presenter: Lorraine Cragan-Sullivan 

*Note:  This workshop is repeated from the morning session

 
Culturally Responsive Care Routines
Classroom 1-2

Presenter: Jessica Sharp

*Note:  This workshop is repeated from the morning session

A Place For All
Classroom 3-4

Presenters: Kim Archung, Ph.D., and Andrienne Troy Frazier
Age group(s): Toddlers (19-35 months) and Preschool (3-5 years)
Environment(s): home, classroom, and community 

Workshop Description:
Participants will explore their understandings of bias, stereotyping, and culture, and how they can 
work towards creating anti-bias classrooms, communities, and personal spaces.  Presenters will en-
gage participants by providing research based information, through small/large group discussion and 
hands-on activities.  The goal of this session is to empower participants with tools to create culturally 
responsive learning environments for children and families.  
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About the Presenters:
Kim Nesta Archung, Ph.D., is a Senior Partnership Consultant for South Carolina First Steps. She 
received her Ph. D. in Educational Studies from Emory University in Atlanta Georgia. She has over 
30 years’ experience working on education development projects and issues of educational equity for 
early childhood through secondary levels in various parts of the world including the past 11 years in 
South Carolina.  She is specifically interested in quality multicultural early childhood education that 
provides equity, social justice and greater opportunities for diverse communities. Her many experi-
ences and goals include building world class international multicultural schools across the globe. 

Adrienne Troy-Frazier has worked in early childhood for over 30 years, holding positions as preschool 
teacher, director, mentor and trainer, specializing in early childhood anti-bias work, inclusion of chil-
dren with special needs and leadership development.  Ms. Troy-Frazier is the Executive Director of 
Berkeley County First Steps.  Formerly, Ms. Troy-Frazier served as program administrator for the 
Easter Seals Child Development Centers in Chicago.  Concurrently, she served as a professional 
mentor and trainer for the McCormick Center for Early Childhood Leadership.  Ms. Troy-Frazier has 
lifelong interests in issues pertaining to, affordable and high quality inclusive early education and 
care. 

Parents of Young Children with Disabilities:  Resiliency, Coping, and the Future 
Meeting Room 1

Presenter: Amy Holbert
Age group(s): Infants (0-18 months), Toddlers (19-35 months) and Preschool (3-5 years)
Environment(s): home, classroom, and community 

Workshop Description:
This session will focus on learning the concept of resiliency and identifying elements that enable fami-
lies to cope more effectively and emerge stronger from persistent stress.  What can we as providers, 
educators, early care providers do to help encourage and support resiliency for families and children?  

About the Presenters:
Amy A. Holbert, LISW-CP, MSW is the Executive Director of Family Connection of SC.  Family Con-
nection is SCs Parent Training Information Center, Family Voices and Parent2Parent SC, special-
izing in providing families with children that have a disability, behavioral health diagnosis or a chronic 
health concern, assistance and support in navigating the complex systems of care for their children.  
She’s a graduate of USC College of Social Work and is a Licensed Independent Social Worker of 
Clinical Practice.  She has over 20 years of experience in maternal and child health.  She is the 
mother to Andrew and Evan, both with ADHD and chronic asthma; and “Bonus Mom” to three other 
wonderful children.  
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Utilizing Sensory Integration Strategies To Promote Healthy Self-Regulation And Caregiver 
Bonding Throughout Early Development 
Meeting Room 2

Presenter: Jacqueline Schafer-Clay
Age group(s): Infants (0-18 months), Toddlers (19-35 months) and Preschool (3-5 years)
Environment(s): home, classroom, and community

Workshop Description:
Development of early arousal regulation and healthy self-regulation is critical for successful adapta-
tion to the environment, sensory stimuli and caregiver bonding (DeGangi, G. 2000; Golding, K., 2008; 
Schore, A., 1994).  Participants will practice strategies to become confident and skilled in the use of 
sensory integration techniques which promote healthy self-regulation and caregiver bonding.  Strate-
gies can be generalized for use with newborns, infants, toddlers, and throughout early childhood in 
any caregiver setting.  

About the Presenter:
Jacqueline Schafer graduated from Duquesne University’s Weekend MOT program in the spring of 
2002.  Since graduation, she has worked solely in the field of pediatrics and is licensed in Georgia 
and South Carolina.  She has practiced in a variety of settings, including:  early intervention, private 
practice, school based therapy, outpatient clinic, and hospital outpatient treatment.  She is certified in 
a variety of special practice areas related to pediatric treatment including:  Sensory Integration and 
Praxis Testing; therapeutic listening; hippo-therapy; and therapeutic yoga.  She is also certified by the 
American Heart Association as a BLS, Heart Saver and First Aid instructor.  

2017 Champions for Young Children Symposium Planning Committee
Heather S. Googe, Committee Chair, South Carolina Child Care Inclusion Collaborative

Eric Bellamy, Children’s Trust of South Carolina
Anne Bergin, SC Program for Infant Toddler Care

Jennifer Buster, South Carolina Department of Disabilities and Special Needs
Mary Lynn Diggs, SC Head Start Collaboration Office

Tresa Diggs, South Carolina Department of Education, Office of Special Education Services
Cathy Kovacs, ABC Quality

Sherrie Dueno, South Carolina Child Care Resource and Referral Network
Elaine Gentry, South Carolina School for the Deaf and Blind

Stephanie Hicklin, SC Department of Health and Human Services, BabyNet
Amy Holbert, Family Connection of South Carolina 

Jenny May, South Carolina Department of Education, Office of Special Education Services
Noelle McInerney, South Carolina Department of Social Services, Division of Early Care and Education

Kristie Musick, SC Department of Health and Human Services, BabyNet
John Payne, South Carolina Department of Education, Office of Special Education Services

Debbie Robertson, South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness
Kerrie Schnake, South Carolina Program for Infant Toddler Care

Marlene Sellars, South Carolina Department of Education, Office of Special Education Services
Amy Smith, South Carolina Department of Education, Office of Early Learning and Literacy

Suzanne Wingard, Family Connection of South Carolina 
Birley Wright, Children’s Trust of South Carolina

Bryan Burgin, USC
Jamie Moon, Institute for Child Success

Kathryn Henchy, USC
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